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Some Health Problems Happen More in Milford

According to a new study by the UtatProblems. He said that severg
Department of Health, people in th@roun_dwater studies have foung
Milford, Utah area became ill with certain© évidence of a problem.
types of maladies at a rate 20 times Bacteria contamination was
greater than the state average in 1997found in several wells in the

The report by the state’s Bureau oMilford areain late 1998. Studies
Epidemiology also found that betwee€rformed by the DWQ and the
1992 and 1998, Milford residents genefJtah Department of Health found
ally had higher rates diarrhea-causing arftp ink between the Circle Four
respiratory illnesses than in other Utalg0oons and the individual wells
communities, including communities ofthatwere contaminated. Accord
similar size such as Panguitch an#dtothatreport, individual well-
Parowan. head were mostly likely contami-

Critics of the Circle Four Farms’ gianth@ted by on farm sources in thos
hog operation near Milford were quick td*@S€s- _ _
claim that the report supports their claim While the state is confident
that air or water pollution from the farm isthat no specific water quality
affecting the health of nearby residentsProblems in the county can bg

State officials, however, were beinglirectly linked to the hog opera;
more cautious. Craig Nichols, state epiddlon, detractors of Circle Four are
miologist, said that too little is known at"ot convinced.
this point to blame anyone. According to Thislatesthealth study lookeq
Nichols, the challenge now is to carefullyt hospital discharge records fron
track medical cases in the Milford ared 992 to 1998 for Milford,
and try to figure out what is causing th&anguitch, Parowan and ths
increased rates of those diseases, he sdlfiole state. Investigators pullec

Brian Mauldwin, Circle Four Farmsall recoreds for certain types of
spokesperson, noted that the study fouri@SPiratory and diarrhealillnesses;
evidence ofincreased disease rates Milfofd calculated the overall rate of . .
two years before the hogs arrived. ~ disease for each area. _ thtl e Bear P rOJ eCt S h OoOWwWS

“There isn’t any data pointing the fin- Thfg‘g’;’rs'[r)‘/earr‘:or_'\/“_lgor re&d;ag_ts

er at Circle E r, or anyon Ise for th as , when the incidence of diar
?natter, he iaig_“ oranyone eise o érﬁr’\eal iliness was 409 per 10,00Rea| |mprovement

Beaver County Commissioner andesidentsw. In Panguitch, the rate was
Milford resident Mark Whitney said he is70 per 10,000; in Parowan itwas 29 per

worried by the report. 10,000; and in the state as a whole it A decade ago, the watershegnents for phosphorus above Hyrum
“If those figures are correct, it shouldvas 20 per 10,000. That equates to 2@storation efforts inthe Little Bear RiveiReservoir. _

be concern to everyone in the commdimes higher rates of certainilinesses idrainage were just getting underway. As the TMDL for the drainage

nity,” he said. Milford than in the rest of the state. Now that more than 30 animal manurés ready to be released, Allred, who used

Byron Muir, another Milford resident, The rate for respiratory illnessesnanagement projects alone have beéd be an employ_ee of USU Extension
said a series of recent studies have elinfii@s aboutseven times higher in Milfor&completed, significant watershed qualitgnd the co-coordinator of the Little Bear
nated all potential sources of bacteridh 1997 thaninUtahas awhole. Milfordmprovements are being seen. A neWriver watershed restoration project, is
infection except Circle Four Farms and ad 517 cases reported per 10,00@port from the Utah Division of Waterproud that the monitoring data shows so
landfill near town. He suspects that wastdgsidents as opposed to 73 per 10,0@uality shows a 40 percent decrease uch progress over the past decade.
containing dangerous bacteria are seefsidents for the state as a whole. exceedences for Total Phosphorus anglg
ing from the sewage lagoons at the hog Nichols sa_ud that doctors and pa56 percent decrease f_or exceedences CO nte ntS
farm and spreading through the valleyliénts are being urged_to report to f[hEOtaI Susper_lded Solids between da
and says the new study backs up thatate all cases of respiratory and diacollected _durlng 1992-93 and data co
position. rheal ilinesses and send in samples féected during 1998-99. Other water qua _

“Just one of Circle Four's sewagenalysis. ity parameters also showed improvessGUtllkeldellIlU AU CIAIs
lagoons is larger than all the septic tanks *Ifitis coming fromtypical sources, ment, but to a lesser d_egree. :
in the county,” he said, adding that even&@en we'll know at least thz_:lt itisnot ‘we’'ve bee_n doingalot ofhan_d Proposed budgetincrease........
small percentage of seepage from tH&lated to the hog farm,” _sald Nicholswaving about lag times and cumulativ
lagoons could cause a problem. “If we get a new organism that weeffects. Now we don’t h_ave [OAVEVNY Colorado River

Denis Frederick, manager of the groundon’'t normally check for, it may sendarms anymore,” said Mlke AIIred_, el 5 greement
water protection section of the Utah Divi{h€ investigation in an entirely newDivision of Water Quality. According to

sion of Water Quality (DWQ) disagreeglirection.” Allred, the R'V.?r IS ah(rjeady MR o servation farmer focus
that the sewage lagoons are causing any Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) require- Calvin Lasson
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Jl Learning About out Water

Editor's Note:

Reviewhas featured a section gea
toward elementary school teach
and students called "Learning ab
our Water." This was a page or t
each issue dedicated to giving S
dents and teachers information &
activities to do about watershe
water pollution, and water and s
conservation.

This section was put together
Nancy Hardman, the former sec
tary inthe Environmental Quality S¢

culture and Food. When Nancy |
four years ago the section stopy

In past yearsUtah Watersheq thewater, orhydrologic cycle canbe a

The Water (Hydrologic) Cycle Activity

Forthe youngestgrades, learning abogrt
teceXcellent introduction to water educar
srdtion. For older elementary school chil
hutdren this activity is a fun review.
vo DBelow are are five seperate drawt
tu-INgs, each depicting one stage in the
Ingwater cycle. A teacher could photo coply
js,these drawings or prepare new drawy-
hil ings for the students. The students could

also drawing the scenes themselves ps
by part of an art project.
re- Once the drawings are complete, the
c- Students divide into groups. Each grou

tion of the Utah Department of Agiji- Picks atopicand actsitoutinfrontofth

hft Class. Classmates try to guess whigh
ec@rea of the water cycle is being act

being produced. This year | h

will produce the section at least t
times during 2000. Please letus kn

editorial box atthe bottom of this p
has ways listed to reach me.

if this information is useful or not. The

eout. When all of the presentations are

decided to resurrect the kid's pggeinished, volunteers could stand before
and fill it with activities and gamgs the class and explain each aspect of the

about the above-mentioned topic$. Iwater cycle.

(a)

v

D
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Cary G. Peterson, Utah Commissioner of Agriculture and Food,
Don A. Ostler, director, Utah Division of Water Quality,
George Hopkin, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food,
Mike Reichert, Utah Division of Water Quality
Roy Gunnell, Utah Division of Water Quality

If you would like to request an additional copy, make acomment or su
a story or watershed focus idea, pleaseJaalk Wilbur (801) 538-7098.
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Box 146500
SLC, UT 84114-6500
E-mail: jwilbur@state.ut.us
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Gore Promises more Money for USDA Conservation

Election Year Budget Proposal Asks for more Money for EQIP and other programs

° Increase bonuses for continuinitiative would remove the acreage cap Afull r(_-:Aport on the prc_)posal is avail-
Gore announced thatthe AdministratioRUS Sign-ups under the Conservatioand enrolianadditional 210,000 acres iﬁgle O/rjl:ghevc’il/twvl\(lw.wmt(ihOUEegg\/t/
will seek nearly $1.3 billion in the FY Reserve Program by $100 to $125 miEY 2001, fOf a total of 250,000 ?_CFeQ,| I;;-tr)v : IS_0 €eK. Cgi?y type=p«daate
2001 budget for conservation program°" Per year, FY 2000 to 2002; and an additional 250,000 acres in eacH&bNIEling=0

that help family farmers take steps to ®  Increase the Farmland Protecsubsequent year.

protect water quality and the environtion Program to $65 million per year;

ment and to preserve farmland. This ® Increase the Wildiife Habitat NeW Ag reement |n Works for

conservation package is part of a |argépcer.1tives Program to $50 million per
Administration budget proposal toY®ah

strengthen the farm safety net. ®  Provide necessary USDA tech-CO I 0 rad ) R Iver Water

“Farmers are among the most impornical assistance to implement these pro-

In early January Vice President Al

tant stewards of our land and water,3"@MS- The seven states along the Coloradaulroy, of Nevada. The days of over-
Gore said. “Despite the accomplishments . . River are on the verge of a historiguns are over on the river. Until recently,
made in recent years in stopping soil Conservation Security Program agreement that will set a time frame foCalifornia could get away with using an
erosion and protecting water quality, enforcing historic water allocations alongdditional 600,000 to 800,000 acre-feeta

; : ; The new Conservation Security Pro;,_ . :
agriculture’s environmental challenges Y P06 river. year of water because Arizona and

are multiplying.” o g;?%ne‘:‘ft:g dpr;‘;:gﬁ;rsmyvﬂop?%mzmz;o “We're in the midst of the most im- Nevada weren't using all of their allot-
As Gore announced the financial P ortant changes on the Colorado Rivenents. Times have changed. Las Vegas

package, he said that the initiatives wily&10US conservation practices. Paymetlt o 121 40 vears,” said David Hayehas grown considerably over the past

provide needed financial support to ouf€VelS would be based on the range angl, , \ sacretary, U.S. Department afvo decades and now uses all of its
family farmers as well as tremendougomprehenswer_]e_ss of th_e Practiceierior. “t's going to happen this yearColorado River Water. Arizona is now
environmental benefits for the AmeriiMPlemented. Eligible practices wouldyc;, ¢ happen for perhaps a generaable to use its allotment because of the
can people. include comprehensw_e nutrlentmgnqg Ci‘on.” Central Arizona water delivery project.
The centerpiece of the proposal is §'eN prescribedgrazing, andpartialfield problem is that California has Dennis Underwood, from California,
new $600 million program providing ad-Conservation practices such as grassgd, , sing as much as 800,000 acre-fegtys that this will be a tough time in
ditional income to family farmers whoWaterways and windbreaks. The_ PIO%t water a year beyond its Colorad@&outhern California as that area of the
voluntarily adopt comprehensive plang"amwouldbefunded throughthe initiag, o " compact allotment. The agreestate figures how to significantly cut
to curb erosion and protect water Suﬁl've at$600 millionin Fy 2001 and 2002'ment, known as interim surplus criteriawater usage. Colorado River water in
plies from pesticide and nutrient runoff. _ . . will give California 15 years to developSouthern Californiais used primarily b
Anadditional $125 millionwill be used Environmental Quality Incentives andgi]mplementaplan>t/hatwill bring thpeagricultural concerns in thpe Impgrieﬁ
to provide opportunities for farmers to Program (EQIP) Golden State into compliance at an analley and nearby valleys. Voluntary
establish buffer strips along waterways nual usage of 4.4 million acre-feet -
to improve water anIity. T?le proposgl The EQIP, a key component of the,., . ° ?:?mezgr(iJiu?SJ?éO?g 3?£ereﬁgaoégv itr?dr
also asks Congress to expand CRP g(ges_ldent_s Cle_an Wa“?r Action Plan, An agreement reached at Bishop’srban conservation will account for the
that an additional 4 million acres ofProvidesfinancial, technical, and educe}:odgein 1922 gave the lower Coloraddargest amount of reduction. Storage of
farmland may be enrolled in the prolional assistance to farmers and ranclyy, o\ giates of Nevada, Arizona, andipper watershed flood release water
gram. That will bring total CRP acreagéerswhowshto|mplementco_nservatlor&a”fomia 7.5 million acre-feetayear ofduring wet times and conjunctive use
to 40 million nationwide. practices on land currently in prOdUCWater. Of that allocation, California gotprograms make up for the rest.
Another $550 million will be used to

tion. By statute, half of the brogramy 4 million acre-feet, Arizona got 2.8 While this plan may work during nor-
strengthen several other USDA pro-

funds mustbe used t(.) qddress I'\./esmdr(ﬁillion acre-feetand Nevada got a poulmal and wet cycles, drought is another
grams to assist farmers with conserv4€!ated concerns. Eligible practices "y 300,000 acre-feet. The upper basistory. If a prolonged drought cycle be-
tion and environmental efforts. Thes&'Ude animal waste management, integ ¢ o156 got a total of 7.5 million acregins, California and other river states
programs include the Environmentafated pest management, habitat res feet may be in trouble. In the meantime, the
Quality Incentives Program, Wetlanggation, andlivestock water development. “There is a climate of change and aew agreement is very close to being
Reserve Program, and Wildlife Habitaf '09"am contracts are for 5 to 10 Yealfecessity of change,” said Patriciaigned.

Incentives Program. This funding als he annual authorized level for this pro-
; igram is $200 million in FY 2000. The

tance for farmers and ranchers for corititidtive wouldincrease the annual evelVater Users WOkahOp Too Blg for Hotel

servation efforts and expand the FarnfO $325 miilion.

land Protection Program. The Annual Utah Water UsersWork- e  Changes in water quality stan-

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) shop hasincreased in size over the yeafards,
to more than 500 registrants, making it ¢ CUP Completion update,

The WRP offers technical and finanimpossible for the meetings to continue e  Financing Utah water quality

The $1.3 billion package would: cial assistance to farmers who wish tto be held at the St. George Holiday Inrprograms,

e Fundanew conservation Secyrestore and protect agricultural wetlandg'he 2001 workshop will be held down e CAFO/AFO strategy and com-
rity Program at $600 million in FY 2001 YSDA provides upto 100 percent of theéhe street in the new Dixie_ Cente, jusprehensive nutrient management plans,
and 2002: wetland restoration costs and up to 10€outh of the Bluff Street exit to 1-15. e Water education,

e Increase the EnvironmentalPercent of the fair market agricultural The 2000 edition ofthe meetings, held ewater law in Utah
Quality Incentives Program by $125value of the land in return for permanerilarch 7-8, 2000 continued a trend to  eCloud seeding,
million per year:; or 30-year easements or wetlands restoore water quality topics and revisited eNoxious weed control, and many

e Increase the Wetlands ReseryEation cost-share agreements. the issue of urban growth in Utah.  other topics were discussed.

Program to enroll 250,000 acres per The 1996 Farm Bill authorized the Some of the topics included: One topic not listed above is the an-
year; WRP to enroll 975,000 cumulative acres. e Milford Valley Ground water in- nual motivational offering by Sydne

e Increase the Conservation ReAfterFY 2000, there will be only 40,000vestigation, Jacques, former Bureau of Reclamation
serve Program to 40 million cumulative*cres left to enroll under the cap. The e __Results of USGS National Watefemployee. A full discussion of her pre-
acres; Qualiity Assessment-Great Salt Lakeentation will appear in the April/May
Basin, issue of this publication.

Specifics of the proposal
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Focussing on Conservation Farming and Ranching:
Calvin Lasson Keeps it Clean In Spainish Fork Drainage

Lasson feeds 250 head of yearlings Despite feeling forced to sell in the
for between 90-120 days in a confinedear future, Lasson stays committed to
corral nextto Thistle Creek. The projectonservation.
will fence off the creek from the cattle “We’ve been working on the ranch
and provide a vegetative filter strip befor a long a time. We’ve installed sprin-
tween the feedlot and the water. Part dders and pipelines. Now we're going to
the problem with the feed yard is thavork on the feeding operation and the
time of year in which the cattle arecreek,” said Lasson.
confined. Typically inthe feedyardfrom Most of the ranch produces alfalfa
Feb. 1 until the middle of May, the cattleand grass hay. Every year, they use
are producing manure nextto the streaabout 60 percent of the 5,000 bales of
before and during the wettest time of thalfalfa and the 9,000 bales of grass hay.
year and during spring runoff. The rest is sold.

Calvin Lasson and his siblings own ang property it won't be able to sustair
650 acre cattle ranch along Thistle Cregkself,” Lasson insisted.
in the Spanish Fork River drainage. vYet, the family is committed to con-
Lasson, asenior citizen, and his siblingservation. Lasson recently was awar
face a dilemma that is becoming all toghe conservation rancher of the yea
common throughout Utah and the U.Saward by the Utah chapter of the So
The Lassons can't find anyone in th@nd Water Conservation Society. Lassg
family to continue to run the ranch, sthas completed extensive conservatig
they are looking to sell. work through a long-term agreemen

“'mthe lastone who had opportunitywith USDA’s Natural Resources Con-___ o _
torunit, [the ranch]” said Calvin Lassongervation Service. and he is currentlc@lVin Lasson stands proudly with his recently received award as Rancher of the Year

ranch ope.rator and partner in the fam”Veady to begin a water quality Contractrom the Utah chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society.
cattle business. _ ~ with the Utah Department of Agricul-

Along with the recent award from
SWCS, he was honored as the Out-
standing Weed Worker of the Year in
1999 by the Utah Weed Control Asso-
ciation. He also sits on the Spanish Fork
River Coordinated Resource Manage-
ment Plan steering committee.

We're Looking for
Conservation Farmers an
Ranchers to Write About

Every issue or twoJtah Water-
shed Reviewvill focus on a farmin
or ranching operation that employs
soil conservation, water conservatipn
and/or water quality practices. The
on-farm improvement may be done
entirely by the farmer without govern-
ment help, or as part of a grant or Igan
program by one or more government
agencies.

If you have a conservation stofy
you'd like other farmers and ranchers
to know about, or if you know of
conservation farmer orrancher, please
contact Jack Wilbur at 801 538-7098,
orvia E-mail at: j.wilbur@state.ut.us.

February-March 2000



May1999

The environmental Department fofonment and the community.”
the Salt Lake Organizing Committee for The International Olympic Commit-
the Olympic and Paralympic Wintertee adopted environment as the third
Games of 2002 (SLOC) will introduce alrinciple of Olympism along with sport
new recognition program_the Spiritofand culture in 1994. Since that time,
the Land awards. Every year until th@nvironmental responsibility has been at
Games, SLOC will acknowledge indi-the heart of the Olympic movement. In
viduals and organizations for their efconjunction with the IOC’s plan, SLOC
forts to educate the community and prdS committed to being sensitive to the
serve the environment. environmentin all stages of venue devel-

The Spirit of the Land awards aré@pment and operation, the education of
available to environmental programghe publiconenvironmentalissuesandto
containing an educational element. Spéeaving a legacy of environmental im-
cial consideration will be given to pro-Provement.

grams addressing issues on SLOC's Apanel of judges comprised of envi-
environmental platform. ronmental specialists will evaluate all

“Our Goal is to ensure that we enapplications. Year 2000 winners will be
hance Utah’s environment while staging@nnounced at a ceremony held on Aprill
the Salt Lake 2002 Games,” said Diané2, Earth Day. Awards will be given in
Conrad, SLOC director of environmenthe following categories: youth, educa-
tal programs. “We hope the Spirit of thdion, business, government and commu-
Land awards will raise awareness td]lty For additional information,offor an
ward both preserving the environmer@pplication, accessww. Sic2002.org/

and to SLOC’s commitment to the envigames, click on environment. Applica-
tions will be accepted until March 17.
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